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Learning Styles

I

= We all have one!

= Knowing yours can show you the strengths
and weaknesses of how you learn.

= Research indicates that we have a tendency
towards one, but we can learn to operate in
others as well. A learning style can fluctuate,
but you’ Il still have a dominant style of
learning.

= The more learning styles you can use, the
higher your retention rate and the higher your
mastery of material (i.e. grades).

Cautions About Learning Styles

= It' s best to focus on a specific task
when you take a learning style
inventory.

= Each inventory is A piece of data, not
THE piece of data about you!

= Each inventory is this moment and
is open to growth and change.

Cautions About Learning Styles

T

= Each of these inventories is a SELF-
assessment and is not meant to label you or
for you to label anyone else. Useitas a
piece of reflection.

= All learning styles are valid. None is better
than the others. They are simply different
ways to take in and process information.

= Certainly school culture validates some
learning styles over others.

1 LSI, 3 Learning
Experiences, Multiple Years

= Concrete Experience (Feeling)

= Reflective Observation (Watching)

= Abstract Conceptualization (Thinking)
= Active Experimentation (Doing)

Processing Text Content
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NATURE SMART
BODY SMART
SELF SMART
PICTURE SMART
WORD SMART
PEOPLE SMART
MUSIC SMART
NUMBER SMART
SPIRIT SMART

Write problems that use
multiplication
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Dividin’ fractions, easy as pie:

Flip the second and multiply!
Multiplyin’ fractions — no big problem:
Top times top over bottom times bottom!
When addin’ fractions that you see,

Match the bottom perfectly!

Find your place, look next door
Five or greater, add one more
Numbers in front,

Stay the same.

Number in back,

Zero'’s their name.
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OUTLINE FOR PARENT CONFERENCES
— ——— .

For each area listed below, discuss with parents:
A. Presentlevel
B. Growth this year
C. Likes, dilikes, and atitudes
D. How the child learns
E. Otheeareas of imporiance:

T Social interacts with others, individually
andin friend i i eajoyment

of outdoor activtes.

IT. Erotional (nirapersonaly: semsitivity to oneself..one’s wishes, fars, gosls,
intelligences, o use such dvely to plen and.
pursue one’s life.

TIL Language: verbal; writien; reading

o ? Soy
V. Other Areas of Study: social sudics/geography; computers; science
VL Bogil goss fingers)
VIL Musical: i fistening, undersiznding, writing;

a musical instrument or dance

VI Spatial to think in spetial terms. building, ar, painting, desigaing, sculpting,
secing patterns and relationships

IX. Teacher Recommendations

NCLB and other high-stakes testing mandates
encourage students to master basic skills and
standards in order to achieve proficient
marks, often at the expense of authentic
learning. For many teachers the drive to help
students succeed on these tests has led to
the further standardization of mandated
curriculum and a focus on “teaching to the
test.”

e > News : Story

Amarillo teacher leaked TAKS questions

The allegations are the latest caston [
the Texas Assessment of Knowledge |
and Skills

State uncovers cheating on WASL
At least seven schools might see their test scores invalidated

TACOMA -+ The state school superintendent’s office has Investigated

nearly two dozen reports this year of improperly administered
standardized tests at public schools across Washington.

Newspaper: Texas schools may have cheated
Analysis uncovered evidence of organized, educator-led cheating
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Students, particularly those on the bottom
cusp of academic proficiency and those
in schools with marginal ratings, often
lower income and populated by
students of color, will be subjected to
endless drills and boring worksheets.
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Educational research suggest that
children learn more when they’ re
exposed to a rich, engaging curriculum
that is differentiated so that all students
can access the material and excel.
Such findings can leave teachers
weondering how to differentiate a
standardized, often mandated
curriculum.

=]

Even teachers not beset by the pressure
to perform on the test may struggle to
present their curriculum to students, in a
way that makes it aceessible to all and
affords each the opportunity to excel,
particularly with regard to ethiicity and
linguistically diverse students.

f—

If educators have learned anything in the
last decade of school reform initiatives it

is thatONE Size does not
fit all.

SUSAN OHANIAN

Ohanian asks us to
consider a sane,
powerful alternative to
the insanity of
streamlined, sanitized,
standards for all: listen
to and trust teachers
and kids! -- Stephen
Krashen
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THE FOLLY OF EDUCATIONAL
STANDARDS

f—

Differentiated Instruction (D) is an
approach where teachers proactively
plan varied approaches to what
students need to learn, how they will
learn it and how they express what
they’ ve learned.
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Differentiated Instruction is teaching with
the child in mind rather than adopting a
standardized approach to teaching and
learning that seems to presume that all
students of a given age are at the exact
same place academically. Dl is
responsive teaching.

Here’s to the kids who are different;
The kids who don’t always get “A’s,”
The kids who have ears i
twice the size of their peers,

or have noses that go on for days.’

Here’s to the kids who are different;
The kids who are just out of step,

The kids they all tease,

Who have cuts on their knees,

And whose sneakers are constantly wet.

Here’s t> the kids who are different;

The kids with a mischievous streak,

For when they have grown,

As history has shown,

It’s their differences that make them unique.

(Recited by Goldie Hawn, written by Digby Wolfe)




