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Ricky is a 9th grade student of Hispanic heritage.  He is fifteen years old, and has a twin brother and two older sisters.  Ricky lives in a trailer home with his mother, father, and two sisters in Carson, CA.  Ricky has a learning disability (auditory processing disorder/memory deficits) and currently receives instruction in a special day class for his core academic subjects, while his elective classes are in a general education setting.  His siblings have no known disabilities.


The behavior (or lack of) that the teacher referred Ricky for was lack of participation.  Ricky was observed in his English class.  He entered the room with his hood on, and was listening to his Ipod.  Ricky wandered around the back of the room until the bell rang, at which point he went to a desk and sat in the chair.  The teacher greeted the students, and started going over the agenda for the day that was written on the board.  Ricky still had his hood and Ipod on, so he missed the first part of the agenda, until the teacher motioned for him to take off his hood, and to turn off his iPod.  Ricky took off his hood/headphones, and said, “What, I couldn't hear you?”, to which the class laughed.  The teacher ignored Ricky's response, and continued with the review of the agenda.  Ricky put his headphones around his neck, and turned the volume on his iPod up really high.  Many of the students in the class could hear the music and were distracted by it.  The teacher told Ricky to turn the music off, and to write his name on the board for 5 minutes.  Ricky acted as if he didn't know why, and cursed as he got up and wrote his name on the board.  More students laughed when he cursed, but the teacher ignored the cursing/laughter and continued going over the agenda.  Throughout the class period, Ricky would act as if he were doing some work when the teacher looked his way, but would doodle when the teacher were not looking.  At the end of the class period, Ricky asked if he could leave, but the teacher said no.  The rest of the class left, and Ricky sat for his 5 minutes.  After his five minutes were up, Ricky left the classroom and cursed on his way out.


It appears that Ricky's behaviors are intended to gain peer/adult attention and to avoid the writing task that was not interesting to him.  This was based on observing him do his own thing when the class had obviously started, and then turning the volume up really high, and not even having the headphones on his head.  Some teachers had mentioned that they thought he  had an oppositional disorder, but his behaviors were pretty much limited to english class.  After reviewing Ricky's cumulative folder, it was evident that he has struggled with english since the 7th grade.  In speaking with his teacher, it was also noted that Ricky  had a “bad attitude” about the class since day one and that he has stated that he hates the class.  


A plan to modify Ricky's behavior involves effectively communicating with his parents, extinguishing the positive reinforcement that Ricky is getting through peer attention, and trying to find a way to give Ricky a successful experience in class/get him more interested.  A conversation with Ricky should take place, as well as making a phone call or house visit with the parents.  This should be done so that the teacher can talk about Ricky's behaviors in class.  A daily behavior sheet could be used to communicate with the parents, as could an email, or text message.  The teacher should also talk with the class when Ricky is not present to let them know that Ricky's behavior is not appropriate and that it is something that is being worked on.  The class would be recruited in that effort, and asked to not laugh, or otherwise encourage Ricky to continue his inappropriate behaviors.  Extra help should be offered to Ricky in his areas of need, as well as asking his opinion in how to make the class more interesting.  Giving Ricky/the class choices in assignments, and relating the work to real life, are also things that may get Ricky to “buy in” more.  By doing this, the teacher would be making the classroom more democratic, and valuing the student's input more.  

(Plan has yet to be implemented)

