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The Texting Student

The Student and Behavior

Alex is a9th-grade student with a constant problem of texting during class.  He seems too attached to his phone every day. He is constantly trying to text during class when ever possible. 

The Purpose of the Behavior

The purpose of this behavior is that students feel board in class and think that they will not disturb the class by texting. Many students feel that they should be allowed to text as long as they are doing their work. Some students feel that they have to have a conversation with their friends about what happened last night or what I going to happen after school. They need to know thing that they find interesting and they want to know now and not wait until lunch time or after school. 

Two Teacher’s Perspectives

We asked two classroom teachers what they did when students texed in class.  Here are their responses:

· “I take their cell phone battery away for the day. When they are finished with their work they get it back.”  

~Derek.W., LAUSD, 6th-year teacher~

· “I give the student a verbal warning and after that I take way the phone and a parent has to come and pick it up..”  

~Lorenzo H., LAUSD, 2nd-year teacher~

Strategies to Modify the Behavior

The following are some useful strategies to have in your stockpile.  

· Be a Good Role Model – Don’t use your cell phone during class
· Be Well Planned for Your Teaching – The first line of defense is simply a very well planned, organized, relevant and engaging lesson.  Don’t blame students if your lack of preparation leaves the door open for them to misbehave. 

· Consider Giving Students Choices – Research shows that some choice is needed for students to feel empowered in a classroom.  That doesn’t mean they get to do anything they want but, instead, means that the teacher has two items to cover and they can choose which one they want to begin with, or they can show mastery of content through either assignment A or B.  Choice makes students feel powerful and more in control.

· Time Out or In-Class Suspension – Students could lose the privilege of being an active participant in class and have to move to a time out section of the room.  This may or may not work based on the individual as sometimes this is what they want anyway, or it might make a student angrier.  Students usually don’t like to be separated from their peers or “lose face” in front of their peers.

· In-School or After-School Suspension – You could do either suspension, but research indicates that teachers who learn to handle their own classroom management problems gain their students respect more than those who simply throw students out of their classroom and have administration deal with the problem.

Online Resources

If You Text in Class, This Prof Will Leave
Some professors threaten to confiscate students' cell phones if they go off during class. Laurence Thomas has his own approach to classroom distractions. If the philosopher at Syracuse University catches a student sending text messages or reading a newspaper in class, he'll end the class on the spot and walk out. It doesn't matter if there is but one texter in a large lecture of hundreds of students. If you text, he will leave.

http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2008/04/02/texting
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