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How to Write Clear Objectives 

The A.B.C.D. Method 

1.   Audience – Who?  Who are your learners? 

2.   Behavior – What?  What do you expect them to be able to do?  This 
should be an overt, observable behavior, even if  the actual behavior is 
covert or mental in nature.  If  you can’t see it, hear it, touch it, taste it, 
or smell it, you can’t be sure your audience really learned it. 

3.   Condition – How?  Under what circumstances or context will the 
learning occur?  What will the student be given or already expected to 
know to accomplish the learning? 

4.   Degree – How much?  How much will be accomplished, how well will 
the behavior need to be performed, and to what level?  Do you want 
total mastery (100%), do you want them to respond correctly 80% of  the 
time, etc.  A common setting is 80% of  the time. 
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A Cognitive Objective at the Comprehension Level 
 
(C) Given a paragraph in a newspaper article, 
(A)  the student 
(B) will be able to accurately identify the grammatical subject of each sentence 

 and explain his or her decision 
(D) for all sentences given. 
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A Cognitive Objective at the Application Level 
 
(C) Given a foreign language sentence written in the past or present tense, 
(A)  the student 
(B) will be able to rewrite the sentence in future tense 
(D) with no grammatical errors. 



Our Lesson Plan 

The Hook 

Step-by-Step 

Practice 

How do you know they got it? 

Special Needs/Learning Styles 
Practice it again 

What do I need to pull this off? 

My Goal & Outcome 

The Broad Theme/Concept 

Scope & Sequence 

My Mandate 



Let’s Practice 

The A.B.C.D. Method KEY 

1.   Audience – Who?  Who are your learners? 

2.   Behavior – What?  What do you expect them to be able to 
do?  

3.   Condition – How?  Under what circumstances or context 
will the learning occur?  

4.   Degree – How much?  How much will be accomplished, 
how well will the behavior need to be performed, and to 
what level?   


